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pride, but was also the cause of serious national financial
loss. The conduct of foreign Governments and of their
representatives was often harsh and unreasonable. This
was specially observed during the long and weary negotia-
tions for treaty revision, and it had its effect on the proud
spirit of the Japanese people, and made them determined to
become strong enough that they would not require to ask
any favours from foreign nations and certainly not to submit
to any insults, That they have been successful in their
efforts has been made very clear, and, should the Western
Powers think that the Japanese have become too ambitious
or even aggressive, they should study history and they
would see that they themselves are almost entirely to
blame,

The greatest impetus to military and naval development
in Japan was given by the arbitrary action of Russia, France,
and Germany on the termination of the war between Japan
and China in 1895. As we have seen, immediately after the
signature of the Treaty of Shimonoscki, these three Powers
lost no time in presenting a joint Note to Japan which practi-
cally forced her to forego her claims to the territory which
had been ceded to her on the mainland as the result of her
victories, under the pretext that its retention would not
make for the lasting peace of the Far East. Within a very
short time, however, Germany asserted her claim over the
greater part of the Shantung province, and Russia practically
annexed the Liao-tung Peninsula ; so that within four years
from the time of her expulsion from the territories belonging
to her by right of conquest, Japan saw these territories
appropriated by the very Powers that expelled her* In the
previous chapter we have given an approximate measure of
some of the results of that action. It is sufficient to point
to the brilliant successes of the Japanese in every action in
the war with Russia, both on land and on sea, to make
it clear that Japan has now attained a position among the
nations of the world sufficient to ensure that, in future, not
only will she be treated with respect, but also that her influ-